
 

 

Easton, Pennsylvania                               April 2, 2009 

 

 

 A regular meeting of the Northampton County Council was 

held on the above date with the following present: Ann McHale, 

President; J. Michael Dowd, Vice President; Ron Angle; Joseph H. 

Capozzolo; John Cusick; Charles M. Dertinger; Margaret Ferraro; 

Lamont G. McClure, Jr.; Diane Neiper; Anthony J. Martino, 

Solicitor to Council and Frank E. Flisser, Clerk to Council.     

 

 

Prayer 

 

 Mr. Dowd led County Council in prayer to open the meeting. 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 Mrs. McHale led County Council in the pledge of allegiance. 

 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 

 Mr. Dertinger made the following motion: 

 

 Be It Moved By the Northampton County Council that the 

minutes of the March 19, 2009 meeting shall be approved. 

 

 Mr. Angle seconded the motion. 

 

 The motion was adopted by voice acclamation.  

 

 

Courtesy of the Floor 

 

 Mr. Pat Crivellaro, President, Northampton County Deputy 

Sheriffs’ Association, 1259 Northampton Street, Suite 323, 

Easton, PA - advised he would like to thank County Council for 

their donation to the County’s Easter Egg Hunt and invited the 

members to attend.   

 

 Mr. Crivellaro stated on August 21, 2008, County Council 

adopted their first Collective Bargaining Agreement with the 

County.  He further stated the agreement was signed and adopted, 

however, the Administration had failed to comply with it.  He 



 

 

noted they have tried to work things out with the 

Administration, but they have been forced to continually file 

grievances and were now at the point where they were going to 

arbitration on them.  He added they would really like to resolve 

these issues because the costs of arbitrations were astronomical 

for the taxpayers.  

 Mr. Crivellaro advised they won their first arbitration and  

were going to keep winning them. He further advised they were a 

waste of money and time and the Administration was not even 

complying with the arbitration awards either. 

 

 Mrs. McHale asked Mr. Crivellaro if he, or his designee, 

could attend the Personnel Committee meeting scheduled to be 

held on April 15, 2009 and if specific data could be brought 

with them at that time.   

 

 Mr. Crivellaro stated he would be there and he would bring 

the requested information. 

 

 In answer to Mr. Angle’s question as to what he would like 

County Council to do, Mr. Crivellaro advised he just wanted to 

make the members aware of what was going on in the County and 

the fact that taxpayers’ money was being wasted. 

 

 In response to Mr. McClure’s question, Mr. Crivellaro 

stated not only was manpower being wasted, but the County had to 

pay an attorney to be present, which he thought had cost the 

County approximately $500,000 so far. 

 

 Mr. Sal Panto, Mayor, City of Easton, PA - advised he was 

present to address their request for a Keystone Opportunity Zone 

(KOZ) for several properties even though after long and serious 

deliberations with the school district, he was not certain they 

were going to approve it.   

 

 Mr. Panto stated there was a very important project that 

was not in their original KOZ because at the time, they did not 

even think it would be redeveloped, which was the Silk Mill on 

13
th
 Street.  He further stated it was on 14 acres, which the 

City of Easton had spent $3.5 million to purchase.  He noted 

between the County, State and Federal governments, they have 

expended almost $900,000 last year and recently they received a 

$150,000 Preserve America Grant for that facility.   

 

 Mr. Panto advised he would like to extend their KOZs to 



County Council Minutes            -3-              April 2, 2009 

 

include the Silk Mill and the Pomeroy Building, which was 

located downtown because it had been vacant for more than 30 

years and was the City’s biggest eyesore.   

 

 Mr. Panto stated he would like County Council to introduce  

ordinances to add the Silk Mill project and the Pomeroy Building 

to their current KOZ and extend under the current State law, the 

Riverwalk project which would no longer be residential, but an 

office structure, as well as the Marquee Theater.  He noted the 

Riverwalk project and the Marquee Theater were already a KOZ, 

but due to Court litigation those projects never got off the 

ground. 

 

 Mr. Panto advised under the new law, the County would not 

be losing any revenue, it would actually be making a little bit 

more until it became year ten. 

 

 In answer to Mrs. McHale’s question as to whether the 

school district would be voting on this issue tonight, Mr. Panto 

stated they would be introducing it with the vote being taken on 

April 16, 2009. 

 

 In response to Mr. Cusick’s question as to which projects 

were residential, Mr. Panto advised the Pomeroy and the Silk 

Mill were looking at some living and work spaces, but they were 

considered  commercial grades.  He further advised none of the 

projects would have any owner occupied residential uses; they 

were strictly commercial properties. 

 

 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question, Mr. Panto stated the 

school district’s main concern was that the projects would be 

residential because they did not want more children coming into 

the school district.  Therefore, they took out all the projects 

that would have been owner occupied residential developments. 

 

 Mr. Angle advised the problem with KOZs was it freed 

projects from all taxes except Federal taxes.  He further 

advised the Hotel Easton was supposed to be business units 

upstairs and the end result was condominiums, noting he believed 

once the KOZ term ended, most of the people would be selling 

them.   He added he was not a big supporter of KOZs, but was of 

Local Economic Revitalization Tax Assistance because they had to 

put money in to receive a break over a ten-year period.   

 



County Council Minutes            -4-              April 2, 2009 

 

 Mr. Angle stated most of the time ten years after a 

property was designated a KOZ, it was in the same state because 

no one put it on the books.  He further stated of the ones that 

did materialize were usually something totally different from 

what was indicated it would be.  

 

 Mr. Capozzolo advised he felt if a KOZ were done correctly, 

they did work, indicating they had several successful KOZ sites 

in Bangor.   

 

 Mr. Panto stated it was a lot easier and cheaper to plunder 

the farms and build rather than invest in the brownfields so 

there had to be incentives.  He further stated the Hotel Easton 

was now  using all the other rooms that were available as hotel 

rooms with 80-85% occupancy, therefore, they were paying hotel 

tax. 

 

 Mrs. Ferraro arrived at the meeting at this time. 

 

 Mr. John Maher, 227 Mechanic Street, Wind Gap, PA - advised 

he was here to express his concerns with the incident that 

occurred two weeks ago in Wind Gap that resulted in evacuation 

of some of its residents.  He further advised the accident 

occurred at 3:45 a.m., but he did not receive a telephone call 

until 7:25 a.m. to evacuate.   

 

 Mr. Maher stated he had sent a letter and spoke to the head 

of the Emergency Management Services, but he still had several 

concerns.  He further stated he felt the County should be made 

aware of when hazardous materials, which could cause a disaster, 

would be traveling Route 33 so they could be prepared for it.   

 

 Mr. Maher advised the good thing about this incident was it 

gave Emergency Management Services an opportunity to see how 

this type of situation could be handled.  He further advised the 

bad thing was it seemed to have been handled very haphazardly.  

He suggested placing something in the windows of people who 

required extra assistance to evacuate. 

 

 Mr. Angle stated he was at a presentation last week that 

was given by the Director of Administration who had extensive 

experience in these situations. He further stated one of the 

delays was the Plainfield Township Fire Company was the first 

responder and they came up Route 33 and when they realized what 
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the situation was, they had to turn around and go back in a 

different direction.  He noted another delay was that the people 

who had to make the decision to evacuate were the HazMat Team 

from Lehigh County, which covered all of the Lehigh Valley.  

 

 Mr. Angle advised as he listened to the presentation, it 

appeared to him that everything was done as well and in as 

timely a manner as possible.  He further advised he felt it was 

handled very professionally.  He noted all the calls to evacuate 

were made by the call center, but they did not have the numbers 

of individuals who only had cell telephone numbers. 

 

 Mr. Maher stated he did not say it was not handled 

professionally, but because it was new to everyone, he did not 

think things were done as well as they could have been, 

indicating he did not feel there was a hierarchical structure 

was present. 

 

 

 

 In response to Mrs. McHale’s question as to why Northampton 

County did not have a HazMat Team, Mr. John Stoffa, County 

Executive, advised it was actually called the Lehigh Valley 

Hazmat Team, but a few years ago, it was decided that Lehigh 

County would be the primary forerunner of the Hazmat Team.   

 

 With regard to this matter, Mr. Stoffa stated the good 

thing was not one single person was hurt. He further stated the  

combining of 9-1-1 and Emergency Management Services a few years 

ago when Mr. John Conklin, Director of Administration, came to 

the County was a stroke of genius because he felt it might not 

have been as successful.  He further stated it was also 

fortunate that Northampton County had the capacity for reverse 

9-1-1 calls because a lot of other Counties did not have it.  

Lastly, he noted all the costs would be reimbursed by the 

company. 

 

 Mr. Gary Birks, 1148 Howertown Road, North Catasauqua, PA - 

advised he was present to announce that he had recently accepted 

a position with Senator Pat Browne as a local government 

liaison/specialist and he would be available for representatives 

of the County and municipalities in this area. 
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Milides Property 

 

 Mr. Angle stated the County purchased the Milides Building 

two years ago and he wanted to know what was going to be done 

with it. 

 

 Mrs. McHale advised when the purchase was approved, it was 

with the understanding that Archives would be going there.   

 

 Mr. Dertinger stated everyone was waiting for the 

Administration’s 20 year plan, however, he felt it was very 

appropriate for the County to purchase adjacent land to the 

Courthouse whenever it became available. 

 

 Mrs. Neiper advised after the plans for the Archives had 

been studied and approved, Mr. Stoffa had asked they be put on 

hold because he was going to come up with another plan.  She 

further advised it appeared plans were brought forward, but 

never brought to fruition. 

 

 Mr. McClure stated he wanted to commend the Administration 

for moving forward with the bond to take care of projects that 

needed to be done. 

 

 

 

 Mr. Angle advised the fact was County Council, over his 

opposition, voted $1.4 million for a building on a small piece 

of property that was of less value today. 

 

 Mr. Stoffa stated he turned away from the Milides Building 

project because if that building was torn down, thirty parking 

spaces would be lost and parking was the big issue.  He further 

stated he did not want to build a $37 million parking deck even 

with the County being short approximately 420 required parking 

spaces.   

 

 

Introduction of the Ordinance Providing for Amendments to the 

2009 Northampton County Budget  

 

 Mrs. McHale advised the Administration had presented County 

Council with the first budget amendment ordinance, which will be 

reviewed at the Finance Committee meeting to be held April 15, 
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2009.  She further advised the public hearing, debate and 

possible vote was scheduled for the April 16, 2009 County 

Council meeting. 

 

 Messrs. McClure and Cusick introduced the following 

ordinance: 

 

 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2009 NORTHAMPTON COUNTY 

BUDGET: COUNTY COUNCIL; DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY 

AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT - GAMING HOST CITY, 

GAMING HOST COUNTY, GAMING AUTHORITY, COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS, PASS THROUGH GRANTS; 

DEPARTMENT OF FISCAL AFFAIRS - BALANCING OF 

BUDGET; DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION - FARMLAND 

PRESERVATION; COURT OF COMMON   PLEAS  - COURT  

ADMINISTRATION;  DEPARTMENT  OF  HUMAN SERVICES - 

DEVELOPMENT FUND, CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES, 

AREA AGENCY ON AGING, MENTAL HEALTH, 

DEVELOPMENTAL PROGRAMS, DRUG AND ALCOHOL 

  

  

  

2009 

 BUDGET AMENDMENT 
      

      

KEY    CURRENT INCREASE REVISED 

ORG ACCOUNT ACCOUNT TITLE BUDGET (DECREASE) BUDGET 

      

Council 
31300 45030 Miscellaneous 50,000  4,333  54,333  

05000 76050 Contingency 250,000  4,333  254,333  

      

Community & Economic Development 
30300 42248 Gaming Administration Fee                  -    23,438  23,438  

      

C&ED - Gaming Host City  
30401 42244 Gaming Host Fee                  -    246,875  246,875  

 72963 City of Bethlehem                  -    246,875  246,875  
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C&ED - Gaming Host County  
30402 42244 Gaming Host Fee                  -    370,312  370,312  

 66999 Pooled Professional Services                  -    100,000  100,000  

 72999 Future Grants                  -    270,312  270,312  

      

C&ED - Gaming Authority  
30403 42244 Gaming Host Fee                  -    609,375  609,375  

 72999 Future Grants                  -    609,375  609,375  

 

C&ED - Community Development Grant  
31100 411456 Homelessness Prevention                  -    738,192  738,192  

 71160 Homelessness Prevention 2009                  -    738,192  738,192  

      

 41370 Community Dev Block Grant       4,265,974  482,497  4,748,471  

 71078 CDBG 2009                  -    482,497  482,497  

      

C&ED - Pass Through Grant  
31202 41661 Transportation Assistance Program                  -    679,000  679,000  

 71155 Hennisgen Cold Storage                  -    679,000  679,000  

      

Fiscal Affairs - Balancing Of Budget  
31300 46010 Budgetary Fund Balance 23,130,794  35,000  23,165,794  

      

Administration - Farmland Preservation 

42500 41360 Commonwealth                  -    3,464  3,464  

 67999 Pooled Purchased Services           59,580  3,464  63,044  

      

Courts - Court Administration 

71500 66999 Pooled Professional Services 650,000  35,000  685,000  

      

Human Services - Development Fund 

51100 41490 Human Services Development 525,500  (57,000) 468,500  

 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 526,500  (57,000) 469,500  

      

Human Services - Children, Youth & Families 

51000 41210 Title IV E       4,000,300         (475,000) 3,525,300  

 41659 TLFR Grant                  -    215,000  215,000  

 45020 Donations                  -                3,000  3,000  

52100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services       2,752,000         (257,000) 2,495,000  

      

Human Services - Area Agency On Aging 

54000 41640 State Allocation 665,300  (14,400) 650,900  

 41650 State Block Grant 5,087,700  644,000  5,731,700  

 42457 Cost Sharing 54,000  4,900  58,900  

 42560 Nutrition Program Meal Contribution          159,700              8,800  168,500  
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55400 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 639,187  643,300  1,282,487  

      

Human Services - Mental Health 

57400 41330 Base Allocation 3,427,500  130,500  3,558,000  

 41350 CHIPP 4,276,300  218,400  4,494,700  

 42505 HealthChoices 21,900  5,000  26,900  

58000 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 593,000  348,900  941,900  

59100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 121,100  5,000  126,100  

      

Human Services - Developmental Programs 

59400 41330 Base Allocation 3,355,700  (741,200) 2,614,500  

 41400 Early Intervention 2,309,900  360,300  2,670,200  

 41570 DP Waiver 25,089,100  (10,272,800) 14,816,300  

 41550 Medical Assistance 610,500  765,500  1,376,000  

60100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 19,393,600  (10,248,500) 9,145,100  

60200 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 1,864,200  360,300  2,224,500  

      

Human Services - Drug & Alcohol 
61000 41140 Govt Disc DFS & C 23,400  (14,400) 9,000  

 41165 School District SDFS & C           23,100  (3,700) 19,400  

 41240 Treatment Block Grant 747,800  96,700  844,500  

 41315 Act 152          609,900  (16,600) 593,300  

 41330 Base Allocation 629,300  229,500  858,800  

 41340 BHSI          249,700  122,700  372,400  

 41600 PCCD          307,000  (65,700) 241,300  

61900 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services          276,500  125,100  401,600  

62100 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services          819,100  192,400  1,011,500  

62300 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 551,300  96,700  648,000  

62800 69999 Pooled Subcontracted Services 307,000  (65,700) 241,300  

      

  County of Northampton Budget 357,910,652  (5,687,452) 352,223,200  

      

  Summary - Budget Amendment    

      

      

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Consideration of the City of Easton Keystone Opportunity Zone 

Ordinance -Silk Mill and Pomeroy’s 
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 Mrs. McHale advised the City of Easton was requesting 

County Council to consider granting the addition of two 

properties to the Keystone Opportunity Zones.  She further 

advised the public hearing, debate and possible vote would be 

held at the April 16, 2009 County Council meeting. 

 

 Messrs. Dowd and Dertinger introduced the following 

ordinance: 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING REAL PROPERTY, EARNED INCOME 

TAX, NET PROFITS, MERCANTILE AND BUSINESS PRIVILEGE 

TAXES WITHIN A SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC AREA IN EASTON 

PENNSYLVANIA, DESIGNATED AS A PROPOSED KEYSTONE 

OPPORTUNITY EXPANSION ZONE, IN ORDER TO FOSTER 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, STIMULATE INDUSTRIAL, 

COMMERCIAL, AND RESIDENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS AND PREVENT 

PHYSICAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE DETERIORATION WITHIN AREAS 

OF THE CITY OF EASTON, COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON AND 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, UPON CERTAIN TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS 

 

 WHEREAS, Northampton County, Pennsylvania recognizes the 

need to encourage investment in a defined geographical area (See 

Attachment "A") that is experiencing distress characterized by 

one or more of the following: high unemployment, low investment 

of new capital, blighted conditions, underutilized, obsolete or 

abandoned industrial commercial and residential structures, 

deteriorated tax base; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Keystone Opportunity Zone Act 79 

of 2008 (SB1412 ) hereinafter referred to as the "Act", 

authorizes political subdivisions to apply to the Pennsylvania 

Department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) for 

designation of an area within the respective political 

subdivision as a Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone granting 

exemptions, deductions, abatements or credits from all local 

taxes identified in the Act. 

 

 WHEREAS, approval of benefits provided in the Act will 

result in improving both the economic, physical and social 

conditions within the proposed new Keystone Opportunity 

Expansion Zone by stimulating existing business employment, 

creating new employment and diminishing blight; and 
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 WHEREAS, it is expected that increased private and public 

sector investors will reverse the disinvestment and conditions 

of blight within the herein described tract(s) of land by the 

termination date of new zone under the Act. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the County Council of 

Northampton County that effective as of this date 

_________________, 2009, contingent only upon the DCED's 

approval of the application for the proposed new Keystone 

Expansion Zone, the following provisions shall apply: 

 

1. Real Property Tax on the herein 

described tract(s) is 100% exempt in 

accordance with the provisions and 

limitations hereinafter set forth in 

accordance with the Act, such exemption 

shall begin on 1/1/2010 and terminate 

12/31/2020. 

 

2. Earned Income and Net Profits Taxes; 

Business Privilege and Mercantile Taxes. The 

County of Northampton also waives business 

gross receipts tax for operations conducted 

by a qualified business; earned income 

received by a resident or non resident of 

the proposed new Keystone Opportunity 

Expansion Zone attributable to business 

activity conducted with said zone and 

benefits terminating on 12/31/2020. 

 

3. The provisions of the Act not herein 

enumerated, shall, nevertheless, be 

incorporated as part of this Ordinance by 

reference. 

 

4. This resolution shall be effective upon 

execution, conditioned upon the approval of 

the application by DCED. 

 

The following are the parcels designated for this 

project: 
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Parcel Name Owner Parcel ID County Tax Revenue 

Silk Mill Easton Redevelopment 

Authority (ERA) 

L9 27 4 (Exempt) Base Tax 

 2,300.00 x 10.8 = $24.84 

Silk Mill ERA L9276 500 x 10.8  =  $5.40 

SiIk Mill ERA L9245 (Exempt) 76,100.00 x l0.8 = $821.88 

Silk Mill ERA L9 24 2 210,000 x 10.8 =  $2,268.00 

Pomeroy’s Ashley Development L9 Se 2A 16 3 62,300 x 10.8 = $672.84 

 

  

 

 

 

Consideration of the City of Easton Keystone Opportunity Zone 

Ordinance - Riverwalk and Marquis Theater 

 

 Mrs. McHale stated the City of Easton was requesting County 

Council to consider granting the extension of properties in 

their  Keystone Opportunity Zone.  She further stated the public 

hearing, debate and possible vote would be held at the April 16, 

2009 County Council meeting. 

 

 Messrs. Dowd and Dertinger introduced the following ordinance: 

  

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING REAL PROPERTY, EARNED INCOME 

TAX, NET PROFITS, MERCANTILE AND BUSINESS PRIVILEGE 

TAXES WITHIN A SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC AREA IN EASTON 

PENNSYLVANIA, DESIGNATED AS A PROPOSED KEYSTONE 

OPPORTUNITY EXPANSION ZONE, IN ORDER TO FOSTER 

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES, STIMULATE INDUSTRIAL, 

COMMERCIAL, AND RESIDENTIAL IMPROVEMENTS AND PREVENT 

PHYSICAL AND INFRASTRUCTURE DETERIORATION WITHIN AREAS 

OF THE CITY OF EASTON, COUNTY OF NORTHAMPTON AND 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, UPON CERTAIN TERMS AND 

CONDITIONS 

 

 

 WHEREAS, Northampton County, Pennsylvania recognizes the need to 

encourage investment in a defined geographical area (See 

Attachment "A") that is experiencing distress characterized by 

one or more of the following: high unemployment, low investment 

of new capital, blighted conditions, underutilized, obsolete or 

abandoned industrial commercial and residential structures, 

deteriorated tax base; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Keystone Opportunity Zone Act 79 of 

2008 (SB1412) hereinafter referred to as the "Act", authorizes 

political subdivisions to apply to the Pennsylvania Department 

of Community and Economic Development (DCED) for an extension of 

a term of the applicable benefits within the respective 

unoccupied portion(s) of the KOZ, KOEZ or KOIZ, granting 

exemptions, deductions, abatements or credits from all local 

taxes identified in the Act. 

 

 WHEREAS, approval of extending the term of the benefits provided 

in the Act will result in improving both, the economic, 

physical, and social conditions within the subject KOZ, KOEZ or 

KOIZ by stimulating existing business employment, creating new 

employment and diminishing blight; and 

 

 

 WHEREAS, it is expected that increased private and public sector 

investors will reverse the disinvestment and conditions of 

blight within the herein described tract(s) of land by the 

termination date of the extended term zone. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the County Council of 

Northampton County that effective as of this date                

, 2009, contingent only upon the DCED's approval of the 

application for the proposed extended term of the existing zone. 

The following provisions as set forth in numbers 1 through 4 

below shall apply to the extended term once the parcel is 

occupied for either: 

 

OPTION 1- for a period of seven years from the current 

expiration date of the Zone, currently December 31, 

2010 or December 31, 2013. Upon DCED's approval all 

current local KOZ benefits of unoccupied parcels will 

terminate on 12/31/2017 or 12/31/2020 or within a 

period of ten (10) years from the date of occupancy 

which must occur by December 31, 2015, but no longer 

than December 31, 2025 and will not continue until 

such time that the unoccupied parcel becomes developed 

or occupied; or 

 

OPTION 2 - For a period of ten years from the date of 

occupancy, provided that the parcels is/are occupied 
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on or before December 31, 2015. Upon DCED's approval 

of the application all current local KOZ benefits will 

terminate until such time that the unoccupied parcel 

becomes developed or occupied. 

 

1. Real Property Tax on the herein 

described tract(s) is 100% exempt in 

accordance with the provisions and 

limitations hereinafter set forth in 

accordance with the Act, such exemption 

shall begin on 12/31/2017 and terminate 

12/31/2020 or within a period of ten (10) 

years from the date of occupancy which must 

occur by December 31, 2015, but no longer 

than December 31, 2025. 

 

2. Earned Income and 

Net 

Prof

its 

Taxe

s; 

Busi

ness 

Priv
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e 
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le 

Taxe
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waiv
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.  

 

3. The provisions of the Act not herein 

enumerated, shall, nevertheless, be 

incorporated as part of this Ordinance by 

reference. 

 

 4. This resolution shall be effective 

upon execution, conditioned upon the 

approval of the application by DCED. 

 

 The following are the parcels designated for this project: 

 

 

Parcel Name Owner Parcel ID County Tax Revenue 

Riverwalk Arcadia L9 NE 3C 6 18A 435,500 x 10.8 = $4,703.40 

Marquis Theater Ashley Development L9 SE 2D 8 1A 451,700 x 10.8 = $4,878.36 

 

 

 When Mr. Angle mentioned the fact that these ordinances were 

being added at the eleventh hour even though the rule had been 

to have any business to be placed on the agenda in by twelve 
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noon on the Monday proceeding the meeting, Mr. Dowd advised he 

felt due to the time element of the situation and to accommodate 

another branch of government, he asked the indulgence of the  

members of County Council to consider the matter.  

 

 Mr. McClure stated normally he would fully support Mr. Angle’s 

opposition to this type of legislating, however, as this was a 

time sensitive issue, he felt the matter should move forward. 

 

 When Mr. McClure asked if the matter could wait two more weeks, 

Mr. Dowd advised it could not because it must be passed by April 

16, 2009 or schedule a special meeting since the paperwork had 

to be in Harrisburg before May 1, 2009. 

 

 Mr. Angle stated the Lehigh Valley Economic Development 

Corporation was the one who dropped the ball here because their 

person handling this matter was to make sure everything was done 

in an appropriate and timely manner. 

 

 

 

Weller Center 

 

 In answer to Mr. Cusick’s question as to whether there was a 

contract in place for the Weller Center, Mr. Dowd stated he 

believed there was, noting it was going to be discussed at the 

next General Purpose Authority meeting.   

 

 Mr. Cusick advised he was concerned because the County was 

trying to sell a building that was going to be across from a KOZ 

property. 

 

 

Bethlehem Township Rehabilitation Center 

 

 Mrs. Neiper stated there had been articles in the newspapers and 

discussions held with regard to the Bethlehem Township 

Rehabilitation Center and she felt it was time for County 

Council to let Mr. Stoffa know exactly where it stood on this 

issue. 

 

 Mrs. Neiper advised in the past it appeared that projects, such 

as this, that lingered on would then come before County Council 
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after it was a done deal which did not provide the members  with 

much choice on how to vote. 

 

 Mrs. Neiper made a motion that the Northampton County Council 

signified its support for the County Executive’s current plan to 

locate a community corrections facility in Bethlehem Township.  
 

 Mr. Dowd seconded the motion. 

 

 Mrs. McHale asked if there were any questions or comments. 

 

 Mr. McClure stated he had done some research which revealed over 

the last ten years, the County had spent a little less than $3 

million sending prisoners out to other prisons when there was 

overcrowding.  He further stated a 300-bed facility in Bethlehem 

Township would cost more than that annually.   

 

 Mr. McClure advised he learned ten people graduated from the 

current program being offered for drug and alcohol 

rehabilitation.  He further advised he was for drug and alcohol 

rehabilitation, but he could not support building a 300-bed 

facility for a program that had 49 people enrolled and only ten 

people graduating. 

 

 Mr. Stoffa stated the facility in Bethlehem Township would be 

for the 200 people who were on work release and 100 would be for 

people receiving drug and alcohol treatment, which would open 

more beds in the prison. 

 Mrs. McHale advised she had the opportunity to go to the State 

of Delaware to see their treatment facility.  She further 

advised it only housed individuals who were in the treatment 

program for either drug or alcohol, not work release.  She noted 

she did not know how this facility became a treatment/work 

release facility because it was her understanding it would only 

be a treatment facility.  Further, she thought the Community 

Education Centers, which was the organization that ran the 

program now, was going to operate out of this facility. 

 

 

 Mr. Dertinger stated he had asked, quite a while ago, for an 

update on the Community Education Centers, which he did not 

receive.  He further stated he would have a hard time supporting 

a project where he saw no value.  
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 Mr. Cusick commented one of the concerns he had was this subject 

was currently in litigation, therefore, if County Council took a 

position, would they be influencing that in any way. 

 

 Mr. Martino advised County Council would not have a direct 

influence on the decision because the decision would be based 

upon the record that was created before the municipality and 

zoning hearing board. 

 

 Mr. Angle stated the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission had 

overwhelmingly endorsed that site as a good site for a treatment 

facility. 

 

 As there were no further question or comments, Mrs. McHale 

called for the vote. 

 

 The vote: Neiper, “yes”; Dowd, “yes”; McHale, “no”; Angle, 

“yes”; Capozzolo, “yes”; Cusick, “yes”; Dertinger, “no”; 

Ferraro, “yes” and McClure, “no”. 

 

 The motion was passed by a vote of 6-3. 

 

 

Personnel Committee Report 

 

 Mr. Cusick advised the next Personnel Committee was scheduled 

for April 15, 2009, at 4:00 p.m., and he hoped, at that time, 

consideration could be given to applicants for the newly created 

gaming authority. 

 

 

 

Executive Session 

 

 Mr. Angle asked if County Council could go into an Executive 

Session to discuss real estate issues. 

 

 Mrs. McHale stated they would continue with the committee 

reports before going into an Executive Session. 

 

 

Open Space Committee Report  



County Council Minutes          -21-                April 2, 

2009 

 

 

 Mr. Dertinger advised there were four properties that had been 

held over from last year that would be coming before the Open 

Space Committee so a meeting would be scheduled upon their 

receipt.  

 

 Mr. Dertinger stated the Open Space Advisory Board had cancelled 

several of their meetings, however, that was not due to a lack 

of interest, but due to the Chairperson not being able to 

attend. 

 

 

Lehigh Valley Health Board 

 

 Mrs. Neiper advised the Lehigh Valley Health Board had been 

meeting monthly and a Request for Proposal went out for their 

attorney.  She noted the next thing to be considered would be 

the selection of a treasurer, who would be answerable to County 

Council and the Lehigh County Commissioners.   

 

 

Conservation District 

 

 Mrs. Ferraro stated there was a State hearing with the  

Conservation District regarding a 4500-pig farm that was going 

in Lehigh Township.  She further stated this was a facility that 

was being put on 60 acres in a residential area where food would 

have to  be trucked in and the waste material had to be put into 

tanker trucks and hauled off the property.  She further noted 

this was an area with wells and millions of gallons of water was 

going to be taken out of the ground to support this facility.    

 

 When Mr. Angle remarked it had to be a farming area and not a 

residential area, Mrs. Ferraro agreed, but indicated she felt 

there were many homes much too close to this area for this type 

of thing. 

 

 In answer to Mr. Dertinger’s question as to whether the township 

had a limit as to how much livestock could be there, Mrs. 

Ferraro advised this was a new program. 

Executive Session 

  

 Mr. Angle made a motion for County Council to enter Executive 
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Session to discuss real estate issues. 

 

 Mrs. McHale seconded the motion. 

 

 Mr. Martino stated at 4:45 p.m., County Council entered into an 

Executive Session and at 7:50 p.m., reconvened after discussing 

various real estate transactions. 

         

 

Northampton County Gaming Revenue and Economic Redevelopment 

Authority 

 

 Mr. Stoffa advised he planned to follow the same procedure as he 

had with the other authorities, boards and commissions with 

regard to the appointments to the Northampton County Gaming 

Revenue and Economic Redevelopment Authority. 

 

 Mrs. McHale stated there was a legal opinion that indicated 

County Council would appoint the representatives. 

 

 Mr. Cusick advised some of the municipalities had been making 

recommendations, which he thought County Council should strongly 

consider. 

 

 Mrs. McHale asked Mr. Stoffa to provide County Council with any 

recommendations he received. 

 

 In answer to Mr. Angle’s question as to whether a representative 

would be named to represent the northern portion of the County, 

Mrs. McHale stated the County Executive, the Controller, as well 

as herself could all appoint a designee. 

 

 Mr. Angle advised he would like to see at least one person 

appointed from Region 4 since they were going to be eligible to 

receive grants. 

 

 

Council Solicitor's Report 

 

 Mr. Martino provided a copy of his Solicitor’s Report for this 

meeting (see Attachment #1). 
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Adjournment 

    

 Mrs. Neiper made a motion to adjourn. 

 

 Mr. Dowd seconded the motion. 

 

 The motion passed by acclamation. 

         

 

 

 

 

                                 

                                 Frank E. Flisser 

         Clerk to Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 


